
Umpire Convener Report 2021/2022                   

Although some progress was made in Umpire development for Netball Ireland (NI) last season, 

Covid-19 still had an impact on plans due to the organisations reliance on assessors from outside this 

jurisdiction and changing government restrictions for travel and sports events. 

 

The objectives set out last year were as follows: 

 

1: Create mentoring opportunities for umpires to progress from beginner to C award 

- Clubs were notified that mentors would be available during summer league to shadow 

beginner umpires. Some umpires did avail of this but more work needs to be done. 

Improvements: 

- I recommend hosting the Beginners course over two nights next season, with one night 

dedicated to a practical session.   

- A mentoring event where players could ‘drop in’ while beginner umpires are mentored 

would be a good inclusion in the annual NI calendar.  

 

 

2: Host beginners course 

- There were three Beginners courses held this season, and for the first time, additional 

courses were held outside Dublin, (October 2021)  Galway, (January 2022) and Drogheda 

(May 2022) 

Improvements: 

- All participants received certificates.  

- Registration is now via Google docs on the NI webpage. 

- Netball Europe (NE) offered to review the beginner’s courses for all members as they are 

moving towards accreditation of this area of umpiring.  Netball Ireland has availed of 

this, initial feedback of our beginner’s course structure is positive. I have submitted our 

course materials for review and awaiting a response from NE.  

 

 

3: Complete a C award & B award pathway 

- Unfortunately this was not completed. These events require NI to bring volunteers from 

NE over to do this. The constant changing of travel restrictions during the season made 

this difficult and risked the organisation losing money if the volunteers could not travel.  

Improvements  

- Plans are already in place to complete a C award and B award course in early September 

2022. The theory part of these courses will be done online. 

- NE are facilitating training of assessors from our organisation over the same weekend.  

This will be a huge benefit to NI moving forward as it will make the hosting of these 

courses much easier to organise and be more economical. 

 



4: Host a bench officials course 

- Netball Ireland did not host a bench officials course this year due to the tight schedule as 

a result of Covid-19 restrictions  

- This should be a priority for next season. Although there were many volunteers for the 

semi-finals and finals, we urgently need to train more bench officials as the organisation 

is reliant on a core group of individuals that have completed the course. 

Improvements: 

- Paperwork has been streamlined and more bench equipment was purchased. There are 

now two complete sets of bench equipment which can be stored at separate locations.  

Review 

The beginner’s course has had great attendance over the last seasons and if I am re-elected I will 

continue to develop this course and to work with the regional clubs to enhance their development 

opportunities.  

Although it was disappointing not to complete a C and B award this season, the groundwork has 

already been laid to complete these next season and details will be forwarded to clubs, umpires and 

advertised on social media in the coming weeks. I will organise opportunities throughout next 

season for assessment of the new C & B umpires. NI should have some of our own assessors by this 

time next year which will make this process much simpler.  

The highlight of the year was the visit from the Spar Proteas from South Africa.  I worked with the 

South African team management and other NI committee members on this event which was 

executed to international standards under their guidance. It was wonderful to see NI volunteers 

participating in such and exciting event and they did a fantastic job.  Thank you to every person who 

volunteered at this event. We couldn’t have done it without you!!  

This event did highlight the small number of trained bench officials who are active in NI which needs 

to be addressed by a Bench Officials course.  

Thank you to every person who volunteered to umpire or do the bench during during the 2021/22 

season, in the league, at semi’s/finals, during school games and for the South Africa Team visit. I am 

really grateful that you give up your time to help and everyone carries out their role to a really high 

standard.   

 

Objectives 

If I am reinstated my objectives for the 2022/23 season are as follows: 

● Work with NE to gain accreditation for Beginners Course 

● Continue to deliver the beginners course (in Dublin and regionally) 

● Establish the viability of delivering the Beginners Course to teachers 

● Complete a C award & B award pathway 

● Develop more Bench Officials  

Karen Forde, Umpiring Convener 


