
Youth Development Report 2021/2022 
 
 
Secondary Schools League 
After delays due to Covid restrictions on indoor sport, the school league got up and running in 
November. 21 teams from five schools participated in four groups – 1st Years, Minors (2nd Years), 
Juniors (3rd and 4th Years) and Seniors (5th and 6th Years). Junior finals took place in Rosemont School 
on Thursday 31 March and the senior final on Friday 1 April in Drogheda Grammar. 
 

Netball Ireland School League Results 2021/2022 

Match Finalists Winner 

1st Year A Final Drogheda Grammar A v Rosemont A Rosemont A 

1st Year B Final Drogheda Grammar B v Rosemont B Drogheda Grammar B 

Minor Final Our Lady’s Grove v Rosemont Our Lady’s Grove 

Junior A Final Drogheda Grammar v Rosemont A Rosemont A 

Junior B Final Our Lady’s Grove B v Rosemont B Rosemont B  

Senior Final Drogheda Grammar v St. Leo’s Carlow Drogheda Grammar 

 
In addition to the above schools, St. Michael’s also played in all four leagues but unfortunately did not 
reach any finals this year. We did not have time to schedule semi-finals this year but will aim to do 
that next year which will give teams more games.  
 
Considering there were no school league matches for almost two years, the standard of the Junior A 
and Senior finals were particularly good. Huge thanks to Janet O’Brien who umpired all matches on 
the day of the Junior finals, and to Lynette Wall and Jennifer O’Brien who umpired the Junior A and 
Senior finals respectively.  
 
Next year we will look to start registering players as there was a question over the standard of some 
of the players on one school’s B team. This concern was dealt with by the time of the finals.  
 
I am hopeful more schools, e.g. Wesley College and Rathdown School will enter teams next year. There 
are also other schools (e.g. Alexandra College) who are looking to introduce netball as one of their 
options for assessment as part of Leaving Certificate PE which is something we need to try to capitalise 
on. St. Leo’s Carlow introduced netball for Leaving Cert only and have now asked about developing it 
as a sport in their school. 
 



I stated a longer-term aim last year to provide a netball module to trainee PE teachers in universities, 
with the hope that they will go on to deliver it in the schools they train and teach in. For various 
reasons (work, Covid, personal) I have not been able to start this yet, but I still think it could be a really 
effective way to increase participation in schools. Any input or suggestions from others on this would 
be greatly appreciated!  
 
Coaching/Umpiring  
A teacher from Wesley College participated in the Netball Europe Beginners Coaching Course in 
December. She has now got netball going after school in Wesley and we hope that this will continue 
to grow the sport there.  
 
Thanks to Karen Forde for offering to run an umpiring course with teachers. Unfortunately, I was 
unable to find a date which enough teachers could attend. Again, this was hampered by the 
restrictions on indoor sport at the start of the school year and the rush for all schools to complete 
leagues in all sports. Hopefully we can get something going early in the next school year as currently 
many teachers rely on university or senior school students to umpire. 
 
Youth Development 
I have continued to circulate all information received from youth squad managers to schools about 
U15s/development training and U17s trials etc. and understand there have been good numbers 
attending both age groups. Thanks to Mary Kelly in particular for her regular communications about 
the youth development sessions.  
 
I also get occasional enquiries from parents looking for clubs for their daughters to join. If any clubs 
(other than St. Anne’s and Boyne) are open to receiving underage players as new members, please let 
me know and I can share your details. I can also pass this information on to schools.  
 
Mixed Netball 
We organised two mixed netball blitzes this school year (in December and in April). These were great 
fun and the students seemed to really enjoy them. The schools who participated were Drogheda 
Grammar and Wesley College (mixed) and Our Lady’s Grove (girls). Our second blitz was picked up by 
World Netball on social media and they featured it in their World Netball newsletter and on their 
social media feeds! I have also been contacted by England Men’s and Mixed Netball youth 
development officer about it! Perhaps there is scope for a mixed league alongside our summer league 
in the future? 
 

Anne-Marie Jenkinson 
Youth Development Officer Netball Ireland 


