
Netball Ireland Return To Netball:  

Guidelines For Parents & Guardians 

 

Covid 19 Safety Officer - 

 All Parents/Guardians to ensure that youths attending Netball Ireland events are fully aware 

of the Guidelines enforced in the current phase by the COVID-19 Safety Officer.   

 Parents/Guardians must ensure that the COVID-19 Safety Officer and Event team are made 

fully aware in advance of any medical conditions a player may have. 

 No person (youth, parent, coach or spectator) should attend an event if unwell or any 

members of their household are unwell with symptoms consistent with COVID-19. 

Supervisors should observe children for symptoms and they should ask parents to declare 

that their children are symptom free.  

 Social (Physical) distancing, hand hygiene and good respiratory etiquette should be observed 

by all (youth, parents, coaches and spectators). 

Travel to/from venue –  

 Only one parent/guardian should travel with youths where possible – no parents / guardians 

not directly involved in the training session are permitted to attend or observe training. 

 The driver must either stay in the vehicle or leave the grounds and return at the appointed 

collection time.  

 The driver should be available to collect the player at short notice if required 

 Players to arrive no more than 5 minutes prior to session commencing.  

 Players must not physically greet each other at any stage.  

 Players should arrive togged ready to play as there will be no access to changing rooms.  

 Parents/guardians of players with specific medical conditions can remain in Car Park in case 

of emergency, providing they adhere to all Guidelines in place in that phase. 

Check-in (Registration) Process / Pre-training or event –  

 All registration for events should take place online where possible.  

 Parents/Guardians should complete the Netball Ireland Health Questionnaire for each 

attendee before each event. 

http://www.netballireland.com/covid-19/ 

 Parents should not approach check in areas where possible and must adhere to social 

distancing Guidelines at all times. 

Venues / Equipment -  

 Parents/Guardians must ensure youth players are fully kitted out when they arrive for the 

session as there will be no access to changing rooms on site.  

 All youths should have their own equipment and must NEVER share that with anyone else. 

These items include water bottles, whistles, clothing, hand sanitiser etc 

 Numbers Ratio Players to Coach should not exceed 10 young people to 1 Garda Vetted adult 

in working groups, with a minimum of 2 Garda vetted adults at ANY activity, as per Netball 

Ireland Child Welfare Policy. 

http://www.netballireland.com/covid-19/


 

Post Training –  

 Players must leave immediately, and changing rooms will not be accessible for anyone.  

 Players must shower at home and there is no access to shower facilities in venues at this 

time.  

 Parents/Guardians should ensure that all kit and equipment is thoroughly cleaned. 

 

Social Distancing behaviours – 

 Players must refrain from handshakes or physical greetings – this includes the traditional 

after match handshakes.  

 Practice good cough/sneeze etiquette and dispose of any used tissue in a responsible 

manner.  

 Avoid touching your face.  

 Remain apart from other players when taking a break.  

 Social distancing is advised when travelling in vehicles to/from training.  

 

Cleaning and Disinfection Measures - 

 1 coach (Covid-19 Supervisor) is designated in charge of cleaning and disinfecting of any 

shared equipment before, during and after all sessions/activities.  

 The swapping of bibs should be limited during a training session or game and should be 

washed at the highest temperature after every use.  

 Ensure safe and correct use and storage of disinfectants, including storing products securely 

away from children. 

 In addition to cleaning and disinfecting equipment, provide and encourage children to use 

hand sanitiser to disinfect their hands after playing/training. 

 Players should bring their own hand sanitiser and mask. 

 Use gloves when removing rubbish bags or handling and disposing of any rubbish and wash 

hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds afterward. 

 

Additional measures - 

 Designate a COVID-19 Supervisor who is the point of contact that all parents and youths are 

aware of.  

 Limit use of balls/equipment to one group of players at a time and clean and disinfect 

between use.  

 Ensure that each youth’s belongings are separated and in bags, and are individually labelled, 

to avoid confusion between belongings and sharing of items.  

 Teams should avoid travel where possible and limit it to within their own area, until such 

times as government guidelines allow.  

 Display awareness posters with messaging related to hand hygiene and cough etiquette at 

entrances and exits and in toilets. 

 



 

Contact Tracing Measures -  

 A log of all youths and spectators attending every session, with contact information for 

contact tracing purposes must be recorded to enable contact tracing, should it be required.  

 This log should be electronic and should be completed in advance where possible.  

 The designated COVID-19 Supoervisor should ensure that the information recorded in 

advance on the log is accurate each day.  

 This log should be readily and quickly accessible for contact tracing purposes, and should be 

kept for 14 days post-event, in line with all current GDPR requirements. 

 

Communication with Parents/Guardians – 

 Communicate all new measures and rules which will need to be implemented related to 

COVID-19 with parents in advance of resumption of any activities. Ensure that parents and 

children understand what measures are obligatory.  

 Ensure that parents and children are fully aware of all symptoms of COVID-19. The most 

common signs and symptoms of COVID-19 are available on the HSE website.  

 Ensure all parents understand the need to immediately self-isolate for 14 days and to phone 

their doctor in the event of onset of any COVID-19 signs or symptoms or to restrict their 

movement if they have had recent close contact with a suspect or confirmed COVID-19 case. 

Further information on when and how to self-isolate and restrict movement are also 

available on the HSE website. 

 

How to manage a child, parent or spectator with COVID-19 symptoms -  

 Ideally the designated COVID-19 Supervisor should take charge of the management of any 

persons with COVID-19 symptoms.  

 Immediately separate any child or other person displaying or complaining of COVID-19 

related symptoms from other children, parents and spectators.  

 Ask this person to wear a face covering if possible or if available provide them with a 

facemask.  

 The designated person managing the situation should try to maintain at least 2 metres from 

the person with symptoms and should wear a face covering and wash their hands regularly.  

 Provide the ill person with tissues and hand sanitizer and ensure that all tissues are disposed 

of in a waste bag that can be tied and marked as separate from other waste.  

 If they are well enough to go home, arrange for them to be transported home by a family 

member, as soon as possible and advise them to inform their general practitioner by phone 

of their symptoms.  

 If they are too unwell to go home or advice is required, contact 999 or 112 and inform them 

that the sick person is a COVID-19 suspect. 

 All persons who have been in close contact with the suspect case will need to be informed to 

restrict their movement for 14 days or until further information is available (i.e. a negative 

test result of the suspect case). 

 


